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Order of writing (ideal?)

Title

Abstract

Introduction

Methods

Results

Discussion
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Order of writing (expert writers)

1. Methods

2. Results

3. Discussion

4. Introduction

5. Abstract

6. Title
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https://www.elsevier.com/connect/11-steps-to-structuring-a-science-paper-editors-will-take-seriously

https://www.elsevier.com/connect/11-steps-to-structuring-a-science-paper-editors-will-take-seriously
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Materials and Methods
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http://onbiostatistics.blogspot.com/2020/08/participants-patients-subjects.html

http://onbiostatistics.blogspot.com/2020/08/participants-patients-subjects.html
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What to use?
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Pejorative/problematic terms

https://www.obesity.org/tos-resources-for-reporters/

https://www.obesity.org/tos-resources-for-reporters/
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Pejorative/problematic terms

Problematic Terms Preferred Terms

In 20 patients used as controls For 20 patients who served as controls

The patient complained. The patient reported symptoms.

Suffering from obesity
Living with obesity or 

affected by obesity

Weight problem
Weight concerns or

Weight-related health concerns

Failed dieting attempts Unsuccessful weight management efforts



10

황윤희  http://compecs.com

Active vs. passive voice
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Instructions for authors
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Instructions for authors



13

황윤희  http://compecs.com

Why active voice?

1. Emphasizes author responsibility

a) - Protein A is used in research applications and in the 

industrial purification of monoclonal antibodies.

- Simulated signals were constructed…Noise was 

added… Finally the data were analyzed..

b)  We define asymptomatic as “presenting no 

symptoms of disease.”
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Why active voice?

2.  Reduces ambiguity

A new method was developed … 

→ We developed a new method…

→ In this study, a new method was developed…

3. Improves readability

When X was tested by the authors, it was discovered...

→ We tested and discovered that ...

(X)

(X)
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Results and Discussion
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Highlighting your findings

Writing with good grammar Writing with impact

16
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Importance of verbs

1. We performed an analysis on the data.

→  We analyzed the data.

2. There was a significant increase in adverse  

outcome…

→ Adverse outcome increased significantly…
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Verb choice

Exercise

1. The latest series of studies question/challenge the 

conclusions of previous research.

2. The results given in Figure 2 validate/support  the 

first hypothesis.

question/challenge

validate/support
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Verb choice

Example: 

Smith (2021) mentioned several possible risk factors 

for obesity in children.
identified

found
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Information structure

Sentence 
structure

vs.
Information 

structure

End placement principle

1)  This study examined the impact of the spread of COVID-

19 on families.

2)  The impact of the spread of COVID-19 on families was  

examined in this study.  

(O)
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https://www.springer.com/gp/author
s-editors/authorandreviewertutorials

https://www.springernature.com/gp/authors/campaigns/writing-in-english

https://www.springernature.com/gp/authors/campaigns/writing-in-english
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Information flow

Exercise: Which sounds better?

(1) John Baker works at the Obesity Research Institute. 

He is currently investigating gene mutation as a 

researcher at the institute. 

(2) John Baker works at the Obesity Research Institute.

As a researcher at the institute, he is currently 

investigating gene mutation. 

Given before new principle
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When discussing limitations

Ineffective: Our sample size was too small to determine

whether there are metabolic differences between individuals 

with obesity and those without. 

→ Although our sample size was relatively small, our 

findings suggest that there may be metabolic differences 

between individuals with obesity and those without. This 

necessitates further research using larger sample sizes. 
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Describing graphs

Exercise:   40% → 50%   (40+10=50)

Moving up from 40% to 50% is a 10 ________________

increase, but is an actual 25 _____________ increase

in what is being measured.

Attention:  A large ___________ of patients ..

percent

percentage point

percentpercentage
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Introduction 
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Introduction vs. Discussion

❑ Introduction vs. Discussion

➢ Introduction → ____________and why the research was needed

➢ Discussion  → Putting _________ into the context of previous work

Compare: literature review

1) Smith (2021) found X. → focuses on the _________

2) X occurs (Smith 2021). → focuses on the ________ 

Study question

findings

researcher

findings
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Highlighting (not recommended)
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Highlighting (not recommended)
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https://www.neurology.org/style-points

https://www.neurology.org/style-points
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Highlighting the originality

• As far as we know, there are no studies on…

• To [the best of] our knowledge, previous studies have not 
discussed…

• We believe that this is the first time that X theory has been applied 
to …

• Generally speaking, X is seldom considered.

• So far, X has never been applied to Y.

• Moreover, no attention has been paid to …

• Previous studies have only dealt with X, whereas our study focuses 
on Y.
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Hedging (vague language)

Types Examples

Introductory verbs seem, tend, appear to be, believe, 

suggest, think, look like

Modal auxiliary verbs would, should, may, could, might

Frequency Adverbs often, sometimes, usually, seldom

Probability adverbs unlikely, probable, possible

Modal nouns assumption, possibility, probability

That clauses It could be the case that

It might be suggested that

To-clause + adjective It may be possible to obtain

It is important to develop

Adapted from http://www.uefap.com/writing/feature/hedge.htm

http://www.uefap.com/writing/feature/hedge.htm
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Hedges (vague language)
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Titles

❖Avoid beginning the title with a general word such 
as:

(X) Results of,  A study of,  An Investigation into, 

A report of (A Case of),  An approach to,  

A  consideration of, An analysis of, Observations on 
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En dash

37
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Example:

Researchers are continually uncovering new insights 

into obesity—arguably our world's most significant 

public health problem to date—and its multifaceted 

impact on global communities.

En dash
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Hyphen/En dash/Em dash
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Punctuation marks

40
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Ways to search for 
phrases and expressions

전공분야 논문들을 database로 활용하는 방법

Using Adobe Reader → 고급검색옵션 사용
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